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✵ 忠犬ハチ
忠犬ハチ公
ハチ公（ちゅうけん はちこう）
はちこう） ✵Chuken-Hachiko
I wrote about a cat in the last Newsletter, and now
would like to write about a dog, Japan’s most
faithful and famous dog this time.
When I went to New York, I met friends at a typical
place, underneath a highly visible landmark, the
four-faced clock that rises above a main
information kiosk. In Tokyo, the place in front of a life sized bronze
statue of a dog at Shibuya Train Station is one of the most popular
places to wait for someone. Millions of Tokyoites have been
meeting at the landmark since 1934 and continue to do so today.
Chuken Hachiko (lit. the faithful dog Hachiko) is an Akita dog. Loyalty,
faithfulness and unconditional love are qualities that have earned dogs the
title of "man's best friend". Hachiko has earned a place in the hearts of all
Japanese people, and has kept that place for seventy years!
Hachiko was born in Akita in 1923 and was brought to Tokyo. He and his
master, Dr.Ueno, became inseparable friends. Each day Hachiko would
accompany him, a professor at the Imperial University, to the train station
when he left for work. Upon returning, the professor would find the dog
patiently waiting and tail wagging. This happy routine continued until one
fateful day in 1925, when the professor was taken ill on the job and
unfortunately died before he could return home.
However, Hachiko continued to wait each day at Shibuya station for Dr. Ueno
who was never coming back. At times, he wouldn't return home for days at a
stretch. The Akita became a familiar sight to commuters as he kept his vigil for
over ten years. On March 8, 1935, Hachiko finally went to meet his master. He
died on the very same spot he last saw Dr. Ueno alive.
The touching story of this unique and faithful dog is legendary in Japan. The
tale itself is told accurately; although the there was a time during World War II
when the original statue was melted down to meet the wartime demand for
metals. The son of the original sculptor later remade Hachiko’s statue. Including
this part of the story broaches the difficult subject of Japan’s involvement in World War II, but it also shows
the transcendent nature of Hachiko, whose loyalty was considered no less valuable in the postwar years.
犬

Japanese dog 秋田犬 （あきたいぬ）
あきたいぬ）Akita dog

Temperament: The Akita is active, independent, dignified, bold, alert but

detached, never fearful. An Akita will protect family children and be wary of
other children. Akita is bossy, but the intelligence is extremely high,
therefore, needs to be controlled. Akita does react badly to harsh methods of
training. Never punish an Akita. An Akita needs firm, loving discipline. Their
size is 24 - 28 inches & 75 - 110 lbs.
History: Akita dogs date back over three hundred years and take their name from the prefecture of Akita in

northern Japan. Developed in 1630 by a Samurai, the Akita was originally bred for hunting such prey as
1
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wild boar, deer and black bear. In the late 19th century other breeds such as the German Shepherd and
the Pointer were imported, making the Japanese breeds suffer in popularity. The Society for Preservation
of Japanese Dogs was then formed for the purpose of preserving the native breeds.
After World War 1, Akita’s were protected because they were becoming so
scarce and The Akita Inu Hozonkai Society of Japan was founded in 1927 to
preserve the breed. In the 1930's, the Akita was so rare that only the very
wealthy could afford to buy one. Akita dogs were first Registered by the AKC in
1972
✍ プレスリリース ✍ Press Release

JLC announced a Schedule for the new Fall Semester
JLC offers Intensive Courses for Adults and Teens. Intensive Courses
have 2 hours 30 minutes lessons and 6 sessions on Mon/Wed/Fri during
the summer. Fall Course schedules have already been announced.
Registration & Lesson fees ($220) are due 72 hours prior the first lesson.
If you complete your registration and payment before July 8th the Lesson
fees are $200 and JLC also offers Maneki-neko key chains for the early
registrants with payment.
Intensive courses Schedule (6-day session $220)
Intensive Course

6-days

Time

Term (No class)

Japanese 100/200/300

Mon/Wed/Fri

12:40-3:10PM

8/15-8/26

8/ 29-9/12

JLPT Level 1 - Level 3

Mon/Wed/Fri

2:40-5:10PM

8/15-8/26

8/ 29-9/12

Teens 100 / 200/ 300

Mon/Wed/Fri

9:40-12:10PM

6/24-7/8

(7/4)

Term

8/15-8/26

Group courses Schedule (8-week session $220)
Weekday
Course

Day

Time

Term

Weekend
No class

Day

Time

Term

No class

JPN 101

Mon 6:40-8:30 PM 8/15 –10/10

9/5

Sat

1:10- 3:00 PM 8/13 –10/8

9/3

JPN 102

Mon 6:40-8:30 PM 8/15 –10/10

9/5

Sat

1:10- 3:00 PM 8/13 –10/8

9/3

JPN 103

Fri

6:40-8:30 PM 8/19 –10/7

Sun 10:10-12:00 PM 8/14 –10/9

9/4

JPN 104

Wed 6:40-8:30 PM 8/17 –10/5

Sun 10:10-12:00 PM 8/14 –10/9

9/4

JPN 201

Mon 4:40-6:30 PM 8/15 –10/10

9/5

Sun

8:10-10:00 AM 8/14 –10/9

9/4

JPN 202

Mon 4:40-6:30 PM 8/15 –10/10

9/5

Sun

8:10-10:00 AM 8/14 –10/9

9/4

JPN 203

Fri

6:40-8:30 PM 8/19 –10/7

Sat

9:10-11:00 AM 8/13 –10/8

9/3

JPN 204

Wed 6:40-8:30 PM 8/17 –10/5

Sat

9:10-11:00 AM 8/13 –10/8

9/3

JPN 301-302 Thu 5:10-7:00 PM 8/18 –10/6

Sat

7:10- 9:00 AM 8/13 –10/8

9/3

JPN 303-304 Thu 7:10-9:00 PM 8/18 –10/6

Sat

11:10- 1:00 PM 8/13 –10/8

9/3

Sat

3:10- 5:00 PM 8/13 –10/8

9/3

Sun

12:10- 2:00 PM 8/14 –10/9

9/4

Advanced

Tue 7:10-9:00 PM 8/16 –10/25

JLPT
Teens 101

Fri

Teens 102

Wed 4:40-6:30 PM 8/17 –10/5

Teens 200

Wed 2:40-4:30 PM 8/17 –10/5

8/23 9/13 10/11

4:40-6:30 PM 8/12 –9/30

Schedule may change without notice, so please visit our website for the updated schedule.
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✎ 自己紹介（
自己紹介（じこしょうかい）
じこしょうかい） ✎ Student of JLC
私は、玲別花(Rebbeca)と申します。I am single mom with two college students.
I lived in Japan for 15 years. I was teaching English in Japan and Japanese
in US. My hobby is Shorinji-kenpo, Haiku, Calligraphy, and Tea ceremony.
I always have deep respect the Japanese culture. JLC is a perfect place for
me. Japanese people said that I am more Japanese than Japanese. I
would like to meet more people to study with.

✉ おたより ✉ From Guest book
I took a Japanese course for 21/2 years at a community college and a
language school. I finished the same textbook “Japanese for Busy
People III” used in JLC Japanese 301-304 courses. I can’t find any
reason to repeat the same textbook. Do you recommend the “More
advanced Japanese Course” for me?
Our answer: To find a course fitting your skill level is very important. We
recommend you to take a Self Level Check test first. Please visit “Course
Descriptions” page of our website, and try “Self Level Check Japanese 301-304”,
http://www.japanese-language.net/Self Level Check 301-304.pdf. If your score indicates “Check
More Advanced course”, please check the Course Descriptions of “More Advance”.
If you are comfortable with the requirements for this course then you are ready to
take this course. From my experience, it is extremely difficult to take the More
Advanced course with just 21/2 years study.
Course Descriptions of More Advanced: This course is designed for those who
have achieved JLPT Level 1, JLPT Level 2 (higher than 80%, JLPT score), or
achieved 550 or higher on the JETRO Test, or the equivalent skill. Please note it
is the minimum requirement. It requires grammar at a relatively high level,
knowledge of more than 1,600 kanji and 9,000 words, and the ability to converse,
read, and write about matters of a general nature. This level is normally reached
after studying Japanese around 800 hours and after completion of an intermediate
course.
This course is designed to cover listening, speaking, writing, and reading the
Japanese language. You will do quizzes, read newspapers, and have substantial
conversation. We use different reading materials and have 60 minutes
discussion time covering different topics. Our instruction is immersion only in
Japanese (no English at all.) and sending/receiving Email is also in Japanese.
This course requires an electronic dictionary and the use of a computer
(write/read/down load Japanese document).
❀ 生徒の
生徒の日記（
日記（せいとのにっき）
せいとのにっき） ❀ Diary by JLC’s students
五月二十五日
もうすぐ夏休みになりますが、最近は、あまり元気がないので、休みがいりま
す。毎日、学生がうるさ過ぎて、腹の立つことが多く、家に帰ると、とても疲
れていますよ。仕事が終わって夏休みになったら、小さい旅行をするつもりで
す。けれども、場所はまだ決めていません。山登りが好きだけど、六月はたい
ていまだ山の上に雪があります。でも、今年は雨が少なくて、雪もないかもし
れません。ハイキングの案内所に連絡してみるつもりです。
去年の夏休みはとても楽しかったです。 家内も暇があり、一緒に日本の家内のしんせきを訪ねました。家内は
日本人なので、たくさんの人に会わなければなりませんでしたが、私は、自分の時間がありました。大阪の夏
は蒸し暑いので、毎日海に行きました。 この海岸の名前は「ピチピチビーチ」です。今年は、物理のクラスに
出席しなければならないので、日本に行けないくて 残念です。だんだん日本語を忘れていくので日本語をもっ
と練習したいです。 (B)
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五月五日
「セキュリティーブランケット(安心毛布)」というのは一般に心の安まる物をさし
て言う。子供たちの場合、それは安心感を得るためにいつも抱きしめているものだ。
私の息子のウィルちゃんには、変な安心毛布がある。それは歯ブラシ、青緑色の歯
ブラシだ。ウィルちゃんは歯ブラシは使わずに持って歩いているだけだ。最初は歯
ブラシを一本だけ持っていた。それが、二本になり、そして三本になった。今は四
本の歯ブラシを持って歩いている。それは、毎日朝一番に捜すもの、そして夜は抱い
て寝るものだ。
この前、私が青緑色の歯ブラシを使った時、ウィルちゃんは、私の歯ブラシを見ると
大声で泣いてしまった。夫にも同じ経験があった。やっぱり、青緑色の歯ブラシは、
ウィルちゃんだけしか使えないものなのだ。毎日見ていると、歯ブラシのことも私に
は普通に思えるようになった。でも、教会の聖餐式でのことだ。牧師さんがくすくす
笑っていた。最初は、笑った理由が分からなかったが、ウィルちゃんの手を見るとや
っぱり、四本の歯ブラシ持っていた！まだ長い時間がかかると思うが、ウィルちゃん
はきっと別の安心毛布をみつけることだろう。その日が来るまで私は、ウィルちゃん
を四本の歯ブラシと一緒に連れて歩くと言うわけだ。(Y)

✿ ことわざ ✿ Proverb Corner
「犬の遠吠え
いぬの とおぼえ)
遠吠え」(いぬの
とおぼえ Inuno tooboe
A weak dog barks a lot from distance toward a strong dog. If the strong
dog comes close to the weak dog, the weak dog stops barking or just
runs away. A strong dog is usually quiet.
❀ おしらせ ❀ Remarks
! JLC close for a month from 16 July to 10 August.
! Lesson fees for Group Lessons will become $220 from coming Fall semester. However, the
current lesson fees remain $200 until 8 July 2005. If you are planning to take a group course next
semester, please complete your registration and payment now to save $20. JLC also offers Maneki-neko
key chains for the registration with payment before July 8th.
! Here is a request for existing students. Please re-evaluate your skill level using “Self Level Check”
test and reading Course Descriptions in detail. To find a good class is the first step to improve your skill.
It’s difficult to keep high performance, high motivation, or skill improvement in a group with mixed level
students together so please make sure you sign up for a course at your level. We encourage retaking the
same course or additional private lessons if necessary. Please understand it’s important not only for you
but also other students. If you are not so comfortable with our curriculum/course descriptions/policy for
Group Lessons, feel free to sign up for Private Lessons instead.
!

JLC supports a Japanese Language conversation group in the
community and JLC’s instructor Junko is the organizer of
Bellevue-Factoria Japanese Language Meetup. The next meeting is
7-9 PM on Tue, 12 July Starbucks (next to QFC), 3560-C 128th Factoria
Blvd. Loehmann’s Plaza. Please join us.
!

Please bring your friends to JLC. Any referrals signing up for a
class results in a 20% discount of your next block of lessons.
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