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& BARYW (:=_+ M) | # Food Corner ¥ % Osechi

Osechi is a traditional meal eaten over the New Year's holiday.
Osechi isn't something you'll ever find on a Japanese menu. You
usually eat Osechi within the first few days of January, in the
Japanese home.

People make elegant Osechi. It utilizes the special products of
each district and foods that are considered to be good luck. The
preparation should be finished by the last day of the year, and it
should be able to last for at least the first three days of the New
Year. This is to free housewives from busy housework, and let
them relax for the first three days of the New Year.

i

Osechi is served in stacks of two to five lacquer boxes, called Jubako.
People eat Osechi with their family, while wishing for good harvests,
prosperity for their descendants, and good health.

Today most Osechi is purchased - either at department stores or at local
supermarkets. Prices start at $100, but it's also possible to spend
$10,000. The high-end Osechi is made by famous chefs or famous
restaurants, and - typical of Japanese custom - is limited in production.
The most popular varieties often sell out within a few days.

¥t (RAH) |* Culture Corner HEE (H& L#FE) Otoshidama

If there’s one reason why children in Japan look forward to New Year’s, it's because of
the custom of receiving Otoshidama. It is the biggest treat, no doubt, is a gift of
money that is usually given to children during the New Year holiday. It is a traditional
custom.

The money is usually given in little decorative envelopes made specifically for this
purpose and available at all stores. Parents, grandparents, and relatives hand out
money to all children. The average amount is $10-$30 per envelope, and with
members of extended families visiting each other, that can add up to a considerable
amount of money, often a few hundred dollars. According to Kumon Children's
Research Institute (1999), an average child receives about $400 each year. Most
save the money, and others spend it on relatively expensive computer games, clothes,
and CDs.

%|C &HE |& Proverb Corner

[—EDFETBICHY ] (WBRADITVWENRA-AIZHY)
Ichinen no kei wa gantan ni ari
That means that you should make your plans on New Years Day, and a New Year's
resolution is the first step to succeed in a whole year. It is similar to “Monday is the
key of the week”. What is your resolution? Losing some weight? That is mine.
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=ET=&Y |= From Guest book

My goal is to pass JLPT Level 1. |passed JLPT Level 2 two years
ago but not ready for Level 1 yet. | tried “Self Level Check” on
your website and the result shows “Japanese 304" as my level.
What is difference between “Group Japanese 304 Course” and
“JLPT/JETRO Test Level 1 Course™? By the way what is
difference JLPT and JETRO Test?

Our answer: Regarding your first question, differences between Japanese 304 Course and JLPT/JETRO

Test Level 1 course are:

1. JLPT/JETRO Test Level 1 course is higher in level than Japanese 304. Japanese 304 is almost the
same level as JLPT Level 2.

2. Japanese 304 is a total study course including reading, writing, listening, and speaking, and
JLPT/JETRO course is a training course focusing on reading and listening for the test.

3. Textbook is required for Japanese 304 but not for JLPT/JETRO Course. We provide all materials for
JLPT/JETRO Course (material fees are $10).

Japanese 304 needs to be a small class (4 students) and JLPT/JETRO course can be big. "

We provide Japanese 304 throughout year and whereas JLPT/JETRO Course is only 5 times per year
currently.

Moving from JLPT Level 2 to Level 1 is a big step. People are usually ready for Level 1 in 300 hours
study after passing Level 2. Typical JLC's students who passed JLPT Level 1 took 1%: Japanese 304
Course, 2"" More Advanced Course, and then 3": JLPT Level 1 Test Course. The following are new
curriculums of these two courses, so please compare them to each other.

Curriculum Japanese 304 (starts 10 January 2005) Textbook: Japanese for Busy People Il

Time | 7:10-7:30 7:30-8:00 8:00-8:20 8:20-9:00
(20 min) (30 min) (20 min) (40 min) Grammar Points
Reading Speaking Writing Listening/
Quiz Memorizing /Reading |Speak/Reading of Textbook
Lesson |JLPT level 2| Dialogue of Text Diary Various topics
1st 121-130 L.16 (P.176) Instructor HE#E |[&EHERDAI(Plain imperatives)
2nd 131-140 | L16/L17 (P.189) | Student A EE S ~t-FF
3rd 141-150 L17 (P.190) Student B FRLVEE WE~nbI~5hb]
4th 151-160 L16/L17 Student C P ) ~7=8IZ (in order to)
5th 161-170 | L17/L18 (P.201) | Student D BEIE 1 ~ &I
6th 171-180 | L18/L19 (P.212) | StudentA HIE 2 ~1=&£ZAHTY,
7th 181-190 | L19/L20 (P.223) | Student B HIE 3 Hit
8th 191-200 L20/16-19 Student C | D SAMHEET

1. You are required to memorize a new dialogue from the textbook every other week.

2. You will receive an assignment for grammar/vocabulary (JLPT level 2) every week and we do that
together at the following class. If you make any mistakes, you will have additional assignment for
your study.

3. You will have a diary assignment to write at least once during the course. We will schedule the date
for each student's diary at the first class. You are required to make copies of your diary for other
students and instructor, or send your diary by email attachment to each person by Thursday (4 days
prior the class). Other students are required to edit the diary and turn it in at the following class.
The instructor will provide a sample diary prior to the first class.

4. You will receive the title/topic for Listening practice. The Instructor will read the conversation/story
twice, then you will have chance to read it. All kanji in the paper is expected to be at JLPT Level2.
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% Curriculum JLPT/JETRO Test (starts 5 Feb. '05) JLC provides all materials

Time [3:10-3:30 (20 min) |3:30-4:00 (30 min) |4:00-4:40 (40 min) 14:40-5:00 (20 min)
Reading Listening

Kaniji Quiz | Vocabulary Quiz |[Grammar Quiz Oral Quiz
Lesson From To From To From To From To
1st 1 20 1 10 1 10 1 5
2nd 21 40 11 20 11 20 6 10
3rd 41 60 21 30 21 30 11 15
4th 61 80 31 40 31 40 16 20
5th 81 100 41 50 41 50 21 25
6th 101 120 51 60 51 60 26 30
7th 121 140 61 70 61 70 31 35
8th 141 160 71 80 71 80 36 40

1. You will take a quiz for each category: Kanji, Vocabularies, Grammar, and Listening every week.
These quizzes are made with real questions from the JLPT in the past. If you make any mistakes,
you will have additional assignments for your study.

2. You will receive an assignment for each category of Vocabularies and Grammar every week.

For your second question, differences between JLPT (Japanese Language Proficiency Test) and JETRO
Test (JETRO Business Japanese Proficiency Test) are:

1. JLPT evaluates and certifies the Japanese-language proficiency and JETRO Test measures and
evaluates Japanese communication skills for business situations -

JLPT has examination once a year (Dec) and JETRO Test has twice (June/Nov). g T W
JLPT has four different levels and JETRO Test has only one level. %

JLPT informs Pass/Fail including scores. JETRO Test informs the taker of the scores while test
takers who qualify for the JOCT are provided with official certificates.

5. JLPT is made up of three sections: writing-vocabulary; listening; reading-grammar. JETRO Test has
two sections: JLRT (a listening and reading test); JOCT (an oral communication test).

6. JLPT has test sites in 8 cities in the United States including Seattle and JETRO Test has 6 cities in
the United States (no testing sites in Washington).

7. About Test fees, JLPT is $50 ($40 for Level 3/4), and JETRO Test is $50. @
Please check more information to visit their official site, ,@_———f
JLPT: Dttg://www. fIaIc.org/Qroftest/mdex.htmI,| JETRO: http://www.]etro.qo.jp/en/jetrotest/quide/ A

#|LR PS> |® Restaurant  Yea's Wok @ - m)i| - hEHE

Native Chinese consider Yea’'s Wok one of the best Chinese restaurants in
the Seattle areal On Coal Creek Parkway, it is only minutes from JLC and
you should check it out. The food tastes excellent and the price is
reasonable too. Don't miss this one!  (Jinjin)

6868 Coal Creek Parkway SE, Bellevue, WA 98005 (425) 644-5546

Our comment: You are right. This restaurant serves very good Chinese
food and we believe that it is one of the best Chinese restaurants in the
Eastside area. There was a big line when we went there for dinner. The
restaurant is clean, very big, and the receptionist is very pretty.

-
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SEHZBMN (LSLELS5HLY) |  Student of JLC

ZAICHIE Mynameis L=— ¥y % ¥ %, lam 12 yearsold and | have a
twin. | love animals, in particular chinchillas. | have 1 chinchilla, 1 dog, and 4
guinea pigs.

When | was in 5" grade | got into Manga and Anime, but | couldn’t read the
anime because it was in Japanese so | decided to take Japanese. | was
nervous at first and had trouble catching on, but | enjoy it a lot and feel that Junko
Sensei and | have become friends. So long!© (Lanny)

“|FLARYY—2R |# Press Release

Japanese Language Center provides various Japanese Lessons

Japanese Language Center (JLC) provides Group, Private, and On-site
Japanese lessons.

JLC provides Japanese language instruction, tutoring, courses, seminars,
translators, and translation services to individuals, groups, and businesses.
,[; Serving all levels of Japanese language learning, from middle school, high
<l s i, school, and university students including postgraduate. Their teaching
method is unique and you will learn! Lesson fees are $200/course.

LT g R sl
Group Course: 8 weeks of lessons, 2 hours (1 hr 50 min instruction) during each
lesson. Lesson time is 7:10-9:00PM weekdays, and 9:10AM-5:00PM Saturday.

Intensive Course: 6 days of lessons, 3 hours (2 hrs 45 min instruction) durlng
each lesson. Lesson time is 12:15-3:00PM. Intensive courses start 1% 3™
Monday every month.

Teens Course: 8 weeks of lessons, 2 hours (1 hr 50 min instruction) during each
lesson. Lesson time is 4:40-6:30PM weekdays, and 10:10AM-2:00PM Sunday.

Corporate Training: It consists of 8 weeks of lessons, 2 hours (1 hr 50 min
instruction) during each lesson. JLC has special rates for Corporate Training.
Please contact JLC for more information.

Registration & Lesson fees are due 72 hours before the first lesson of the course.
We don't accept payment for enrollment on the first day of the course. Also we will
close enrollment when a course gets 4 registrants. Please sign up early before
the class becomes full.

Schedule may change without notice. Please visit the website,
http://www.japanese-language.net/schedule.htm|for an updated schedule.

fe%"z%’ Remarks

JLC supports Japanese Language Meetup and JLC'’s instructor Junko is the
organizer of Bellevue-Factoria Meetup.

Please bring your friend to JLC. Any referrals signing up for a class results
in a 20% discount of your next block of lessons.

BIIRARADPESHIZLIRELESITEGLDBOBVINFEHDHCODESHUBNINDABZNIRARADESHIILIRELSITEGLDBARBVINFEHDHCODESH U DNIHASHNEHIIIR

T Japanese Language Center Japanese Language Center provides
I 6011 152" Ave. SE, Bellevue, WA 98006
Phone: 425-891-2129 Fax: 425-644-7728 Japanese Language Instruction

htt //www apanese-language.net

and Translation Services
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